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to energetically oppose a project adopted by the other,
the latter submits with a good grace.

The two Houses sit together for three purposes:
to elect the Federal Council and the Commander-
in-chief, to exercise the right of pardon, and to
decide conflicts of jurisdiction between the cantonal
authorities.

The Executive consists of a Federal Council of
seven members, who are elected for the three years
by each new Federal Assembly as soon as it meets.1
Each Councillor presides over a separate.department,
and for the sake of convenience he usually retains
the same one continuously, though the re-allotment
is supposed to be made every year. One of the seven
Councillors is elected each year to the supreme office
of President of the Federal Council, and is officially
recognised as " President of the Swiss Confederation."
Another Councillor is elected at the same time to
the office of Vice-President. Neither the President or
the Vice-President may hold office for more than one
year, and the custom is for the Vice-President to be
elected President, so that the office really passes in
rotation through the Council. The President receives
a salary of ^540 a year, the other Councillors ^480,
and none of them are allowed to pursue any other
profession or business while in office. The President
has no special powers. He is merely the annual
chairman of the committee and titular head-of the
State, and has charge of any one of the seven depart-
ments. His position is very inferior to that of any

1 The Council cannot contain two men from the same canton,
and by tradition certain cantons are entitled to special considera-
tion. Berne and Ziirich, for instance, have always been represented.